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Science Curriculum Overview Map
Intent:
At Strike Lane Primary School we promote the teaching and learning of Science to provide the foundations for understanding the world around us. We will
strive to create opportunities for children to gain an understanding of how science has changed our lives and the uses and implications of science in the
future.
Further to this, children will be encouraged to identify the vast array of scientific possibilities within a range of careers and job opportunities.
Drawing on their prior knowledge, we aim to develop a child’s excitement and curiosity about natural phenomena, asking questions about what they
observe and drawing relevant conclusions as to what they have witnessed. Learning is designed to inspire the children to raise their own questions such as
“Why...?”, “How...?” and “What happens if…?” We will provide opportunities for children to work collaboratively and to work scientifically and explore
different ways to answer their questions, challenging them to think about how science can be used to explain what is happening.
It is our intention to ensure that children develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding through the teaching of physics, biology and
chemistry. Particular emphasis is placed on the teaching of the scientific vocabulary needed to be able to explain and reason within a scientific context to
enable children to use scientific vocabulary accurately and precisely, being able to spell as well as read it. Discussion will then be used to probe and identify
misconceptions.
Cross curricular links will promote the application of a child’s mathematical knowledge, including collecting, presenting and analysing data to their
understanding of science. The use of ICT can be applied to this periodically. Relevant links to history and changing ideas and discoveries in science will also
be drawn. Working scientifically will include observing overtime, pattern seeking, identifying, classifying and grouping, comparative and fair testing,
researching and using secondary resources as well as following their own lines of enquiry, making predictions, recording results and drawing conclusions.
‘Working Scientifically’ will be embedded within the content of these blocks so that pupils learn to use a variety of approaches to answer scientific
questions. There will be an element of Working Scientifically within each science lesson taught to enable children to make progress and build on these skills.
As part of our cross curricular approach, some of our ‘themes’ taught will have a strong science focus and will be taught in blocks of work across the year.
However, science teaching will be ongoing throughout the year with other units being taught alongside the overall topic or theme on a weekly basis with
one to two lessons being dedicated to the science curriculum for each year group. Learning objectives are shared and reviewed with the pupils effectively,
at the outset where specific knowledge or skills are being taught or at the end when children are being given an opportunity to explore, question and
investigate. A variety of strategies, including questioning, discussion and marking are used to assess progress. The information is used to identify what is
taught next.
We will instill in our children a passion for discovery and learning through a range of challenging and motivating activities designed to extend pupils’
learning which will develop life-long skills.
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